
Draft Recommendations 

Communication 

 

1) Parents/carers struggle to find out what inclusive events are going on across 

the borough. The council should raise the profile of its online “Things To Do” 

calendar for children and their families with SEND1.   

2)  Each year there is a SENCO network day when primary and secondary 

SENCOs come together to share information. It is not limited to Islington 

schools and out of borough receiving schools should be encouraged to attend. 

   

3) Islington Council’s Local Offer website2 (co-produced with parents) is where 

for current information, advice and services for children with SEND can be 

found. The Council’s Corporate Communications Team should work with the 

Children’s Services team to consider how it can better publicise the Local 

Offer and a translate facility should be made available on the Council’s 

website so that the Local Offer can be accessed by non-English speakers. 

(See Endnote.) 

Education Health and Care Plans 

4) Islington Council do not require an Educational Psychologist report to be 

submitted with a request for an EHCP assessment. This is not widely known. 

The council should communicate this to families and schools thinking about 

submitting requests.  

 

5) Some parents/carers found EHCPs overly long and unwieldy with many 

strategies and interventions recommended. Every effort should be made to 

make sure EHCPs are concise and bespoke to individuals.  

  

6) Some parents/carers found EHCPs difficult to understand. This is even more 

difficult for parents for whom English is not a first language. Islington Council 

should (i) make every effort to use simple, non-technical language and  

provide explanations of words/phrases not in common use and (ii) offer 

workshops to parents of children with EHCPs to explain the process and 

answer questions. 

 

                                                                 
1 https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/results.page?searchtype=event&activity=10 
2 www.islington.gov.uk/localoffer 

http://www.islington.gov.uk/localoffer


Transition: from Early Years to Primary School  

7) Islington Council should continue its ongoing work with a group of 

Headteachers to establish a protocol to ensure that children with SEND not 

known to services are identified as early as possible so that  the relevant early 

years setting can be informed.  

 

8) Primary schools sometimes receive no prior notice that a child with SEND is 

about to join. Sometimes information is provided but it is incomplete or 

provided very late. This makes it difficult for the receiving school to plan 

appropriately.  The council should create a “transitions toolkit” to provide 

guidance to early years settings of what information about a child with SEND 

should be provided to the primary school the child is moving to. The toolkit 

should set out best practice in terms of what information should be provided, 

when and in what format.  

Transition: from Primary School to Secondary School 

9) Similar to recommendation [7] above, there should be a “transitions toolkit” 

for children with SEND moving from primary to secondary school. 

 

10) Islington Council should promote the guidance set out in its Transition Good 

Practice booklet which sets out expectations of schools to ensure there is a 

consistent transition offer.  

 

Transition: Secondary School to Education, Employment, Training 

Opportunities and Adult Services 

11) Islington Council and Islington secondary schools should ensure that all 
partners work together to consistently begin joint planning of this important 
transition for children with SEND when the child is 14 years old.  

  

12) A social worker from the Transitions team should attend the annual review for 

any child with SEND who has a social worker,  each young person from Year 
9. 

  

13) The council should develop a specific strategy to support children 

transitioning from Pupil Referral Units and alternate provision into Education, 

Employment or Training opportunities. 



  

14) Islington Council should work with City and Islington college and with young 

people and their families to ensure that the college is meeting the needs of 

young people with SEND and providing what is required by their EHCPs. 

15) Islington Council should undertake a longitudinal study of a subset of young 

people at 1 year, 2 year and 5 years after completion of the Progression to 

Adulthood programme to measure the long-term success of the programme. 

16) Islington Council should consider becoming a Business Partner in Project 

 SEARCH. 

17) Members heard the council had a supported employment programme and as 

part of this disability-friendly jobs were created or found and a disability- 

friendly recruitment process was used to fill the roles. This had stalled during 

lockdown as it was not possible to operate the programme virtually. The 

council should restart the programme post-covid.  

  

Transition: General 

18) Islington Council should support schools to establish electronic databases to 

store reports prepared in respect of children with SEND. There should be a 

specified day each year when all such reports are transferred electronically to 

the receiving school. 

   

Other 

19) Islington Council should complete the audit of school buildings currently 

underway, so that improvements to create a more SEND-supportive schools’ 

estate in the borough can be planned and prioritised, as and when funding 

becomes available.  

  

20) When any physical space intended for use by children and young people is 

being designed, commissioned, or refurbished, Islington Council should 

ensure that the space is as inclusive as possible.  

21) To embed inclusion, Islington Council should work with schools to ensure all 

teachers and not just SENCOs, understand attachment theory and trauma 

informed approaches.  

22) During the covid pandemic some services stopped visiting schools. All services 

should return to in-person delivery as soon as feasible. 

  



23) On a visit to The Bridge it was noted that the swimming pool at Beacon High 

next door were not available to be used by students at The Bridge. The 

possibility of offering sessions to students the Bridge should be explored by 

Islington Council. 

  

Looked After Children 

24) Islington Council should produce local guidance outlining guiding principles it 

 will use and that it will encourage other local authorities to subscribe to in 

 respect of looked after children with EHCPs. Such local guidance should set 

 out the circumstances in which Islington Council will retain responsibility for 

 an EHCP in respect of a child who is moving to another authority.  

25) Islington Council should consider whether all young people entering care 

should be assessed for SEND screening. 

26) In relation to a child not in a stable placement, Islington Council should liaise 

with the relevant Clinical Commissioning Group with a view to an Islington 

mental health professional being allocated to that child, if appropriate, until 

the child is in a stable placement.  

27) Islington Council should roll out the Progression to Adulthood framework in 

 Adult Services. 

 

Support for Families 

28) Members heard that there is currently one disability swim session per week at 

 one swimming pool in Islington for children with SEND and their families. 

 Islington Council should extend this model across all Islington swimming pools 

 and leisure facilities such as trampoline parks, adventure playgrounds and 

 encourage cinemas to provide viewings for SEND children and their families.

  

29) Islington Council should promote more social events for adolescents and 

young adults with SEND.   

30) The SEND Parent and Carers Forum already exists but consideration should 

be given by Islington Council as to (i) how to make more families aware of it’s 

existence and (ii) how the Forum can help fathers and siblings connect with 

each other. 

31) Members heard that in general, parents welcomed social care assessments to 

 look at the needs of the whole family. However consideration should be given 

 to the wording of the form to ensure the form used was not the same as for 

 child protection. 

  



32) Members were advised that the wording of the short breaks form currently 

 referred to “severe and complex needs” which could prevent some entitled 

 families from completing the form. Islington Council should therefore review 

 the wording of the form.  

33) Some Islington Council and Islington School SEND support groups had 

 stopped meeting due to the Covid pandemic and where possible these groups 

 should be restarted post-Covid.  

34)  Members heard that there was a Camden transition pack and pathway 

 Islington might be able to learn from. The Council should work with the 

 Family Carers Action Group to produce transition packs including case studies 

 of families of children with SEND who were willing to share their stories with 

 other families of children with SEND. This would enable parents and carers to 

 imagine future options for their child and help them gain knowledge from 

 others who had been in similar situations. Work should also take place to 

 distribute packs more widely.  

 

Endnote 

The Local Offer Website contains current information, advice and services for 

children with SEND. Below is some areas that are covered on the Local Offer 

Website but that some parents were struggling to get information on. 

 Islington SEND Community Support Service: 
https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/service.page?id=W3osEWwjFGk 

 Education, Health and Care Assessment – Parent Carers Guide: 
https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=HtotHWNAyCU 

 Education information required by the Local Authority to consider an EHC 

needs assessment request: 

https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=0-

u9y7LcyGs 

 

This is why is is important parents/carers are aware of the site and that is 

available in different languages.  

 

https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/service.page?id=W3osEWwjFGk
https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=HtotHWNAyCU
https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=0-u9y7LcyGs
https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=0-u9y7LcyGs

